POST DATA:
A PROPOSITO DEL REGLAMENTO

Mientras el Boletin se encontraba en
prensa, la Sociedad ha recibido el -
primer comentario al Proyecto de Re-
glamento para Excavaciones y Prospec
ciones Arqueoldgicas, que fuera en -
viado a todos los socios en la Circu
lar n°® 2. El1 directorio considera -
que éste es un tema de gran trascen-
dencia y transcribe aqui las opinio-
nes enviadas por Thomas F. Lynch:

Dear Collegues:

In response to the Circular N° 2, re
garding the draft of rules for the re
gulation of archaeological investiga
tions, I would like to make a dis -
tinction, such as they have done in
Peru, between highly important and -
less important sites. While this -
would make it pessible to protect the
best known and largest sites with -
special regulations, it would also -
tend, in effect, to devalue the im -
portance of the vast majority of -
"lesser" sites. As has occured in -
Peru at the site of Chongos, the des
poiler or commercial developer would
argue that the site he wishes to des
troy is of no great importance if it
is not in the category of greatest -
importance. I believe that we shouild
argue that all sites are potentially
of great importance, that we cannot
rank their importance, because we -
don't know in advance what they may
contain, what problems we .will want
to study, and what new techniques of
investigation that the future may -
bring. Although this abscolutist pos
ture is sometimes difficult to main-
tain in the face of practical reality,
the other system (of ranking sites)
invites the rapid loss of small or -
poorly known sites.

The proposed requirements for soli -

citudes are admirable, equitable, and
well phrased. Nevertheless, you might
consider again whether it is necessa-
ry to know the source and amount of
financing at the time the solicitud
is written. Some foundations will

not consider a proposal or solicitud

unless the investigator can show that
he has already secured a permiso for
the investigation. One or the other
must go first. Perhaps we could re-
quire only that the investigator state
where he intends to seek financing.

Finally, under article V (permisos a
los investigadores extranjeros) I ---
would hope that the 'convenio legali-
zado” would have to be legalized only
within the Chilean national system. I
have found that it is virtually impos
sible to get my large, decentralized,
bureaucratic and politically conscious
university to enter into legal con-
tracts with South American institu-
tions. The University willwrite -
letters of support, but asks me to
make contracts as a private indi-
vidual.

It is good to see that there will
soon be uniform regulations, inter
nally promulgated, for the Chilean
archaeological community. I applaud
your efforts and hope that my sug-
gestions are useful.

Sincerily,

Thomas F. Lynch
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